
Na Olelo Maika’i
“The Good News” Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

A Communication of the Outreach Committee

W e s t  K a u a i  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Nafe’s

message

December 2021

Merry Christmas
!"#"$%&'"(#))'"*%+"'%#&

Paul’s Journey
by Mele Teaupa

On December 31st 2020, Paul Latumalohi Kyle came 
into this world 7 weeks prior to his 
actual due date. He spent his first 
few weeks of life in the NICU at 
Kapiolani Hospital but as soon as 
he was able to be discharged, he 
got on a plane and came back 
home to Kauai. Since coming 
home, Paul has been showered 
with love from all of his WKUMC 
ohana. It has been such a joy to 
watch him grow and we praise 

God for blessing him with so many grandmas, 
grandpas, uncles and aunties. To say his ohana spoils 
him would be a small kine understatement. As Paul 
looks to complete a full cycle around the sun next 
week, we 
would like to 
express our 
deepest most 
heartfelt 
gratitude to our 
WKUMC 
ohana – near 
and far. His 
first year on 
earth would not 
have been the 
same had it not 
been for all of your love, support 
and prayers. God truly blessed 
Paul when he gave him his 
beloved ohana. Our little family 
is so humbled and we pray 
God’s hand of favour upon each and every one of you 
as we step into the new year together. Blessings!

What a year 2021 has 
been. We continued to 
experience the very real 
effects of the pandemic: 
restricted travel; financial 
hardships; and even 
saying goodbye to loved 
ones over a screen, just 
to name a few. My family 
has not been exempt 
from such pain. We are 
just grateful that through 
all the dark valleys we 

have walked, the Lord has been with us. His 
rod and staff have always comforted us. 
One person whose passing we have mourned 
this year is the retired UMC Reverend - Rocky 
Sasaki. He and his wife Dely, have been a true 
blessing to not only our family, but also Kauai. 
As a newly appointed pastor, I knew God was 
looking out for me when Pastor Rocky and Dely 
reached out to us upon our arrival here in 
Kauai. Though his passing saddens us, I am 
encouraged by the message that has been 
shared in Pastor Rocky and Dely’s Kauai Island 
Ministries Word For You Today, and wish to 
leave you with it as we observe the birth of our 
Saviour and look to the new year ahead. “For 
those tired of the hollow hope of Christmas, the 
good news is, God is with us. Jesus came to 

earth to ‘bring good news for all 
the people.’ Regardless of your 
situation, Christmas is the best 
gift you’ll ever get, because: (1) 
it’s the costliest you’ll ever 
receive because it cost Jesus His 
life; (2) it’s the only gift that lasts 
forever; (3) it’s one you can enjoy 
for the rest of your life.”
God bless you all.



UMM Revival Sewer system 
fundraising miracle 

Getting the parsonage sewer system up to par and 
septic tank up to code were top priorities for 
WKUMC. But how were we to raise the $28K to 
meet these expenses? Becky graciously accepted 
the position of fundraiser chair. A lot of prayers 
were offered to begin the task. Cal also brought a 
stand up thermometer poster to track the 
fundraising efforts.
Lo and behold! Funds were received from HUMU, 
the general fund, private contributions, donors far 
and wide responding to our requests for help, 
others responding to social media requests ( a 
single member brought in $3k+), and we even had 
an anonymous donor who pledged $8K once the 
church reached $20K. In 2 weeks time we did it! 
We reached our goal!
God is good all the time! We are exceedingly 
blessed!

On November 21, the United Methodist Men 
came together and had their first meeting in 
years at Kaumakani Chapel. Here they chose 
their leadership team, Pres: Pastor Nafe, VP: 
Ryan Baniaga, Secretary: Cal Ellisor, and 
Treasurer: Anthony Vea, and their first activity 
was to organize a 
fundraiser. A delicious 
plate lunch of roast pork 
was sold by members 
and distributed at the 
rummage sale. Special 
mention to Adela for 
also organizing a silent 
auction for the UMM, 
and also Del and Flo for 
helping with the plating 
and distribution.Our 
mighty men also helped 
with the logistics for the 
rummage sale.
Great work UMM. We 
support you!

WKUMC parable of the pandemic is that of the Hermit crab or what is known in 
Tongan as the unga. There are two distinct characteristics that the Hermit crab has 
which resonates with our congregation. The first is that it does not move backwards 
– it can and will, only ever move forward. The second is that as it grows, it leaves its 
shell and finds a bigger one in which it can grow into. During 
this pandemic, our congregation has taken on these 
characteristics. Although COVID had caused us to pause 
operations for a while, we did not go backwards but 
continued to move forward as soon as the circumstances 
allowed. In doing this we were still able to grow, leaving the 
shell of last year and finding a bigger shell that we are now 
growing into. 

Parable of the Pandemic
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With God, all things are possible. Matt19:26
Many of you turned an unusual time in our lives 
to create. During isolation, curfew, limited 
outings, shutdown, zoom everything, viral 
services, limited seatings, special shopping 
hours for Kupuna, your spirits remained positive. 
Here’s some examples of 

how you stepped up and accomplished 
projects:
* closets were cleaned out and treasures were  
donated to rummage 
*Becky and Aida continued to add to their 
growing succulent garden
*Debbie Valenciano did some sewing 
*Zoom video calls became utilized for Bible 
study and connecting with family 
*Ester Lopez was able to make different types 
of craftwork 
*Marilyn Billingsley reports reading over 30+ books
*June Akuna’s daughter turned to writing and even 

COVID inspires CREATIVITY

penned a Covid haiku 
*relationships were nurtured
How did you spend the 
valuable time? 
Continue to be safe, healthy 
and creative!
God’s spirit and love are 
working in you and through 
you. Shalom, Pat
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WKUMC Leadership
Board of Trustees

Chair: Ryan Baniaga
Members: John, 
Charlene, Cory, 
Rey, Randal & Mele

Finance
Chair: Delia Ishibashi
Members: Cal, Leon, 
Emma, Danette & 
Kathy

SPRC
Chair: Priscilla Badua
Members: Crystal, 
Glenda, Ryan, 
Florence, Ester, 
Anthony & Roland

Nominations
Chair: Pastor Nafe

Members: Florence, 
Lyndon & Marisa

Church Council
Chair: Glenda Miyazaki

Please give them our support and thank them 
for answering the call to serve.


