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          Mele’s Journey    
   With 2019 drawing to an end, I join many of you in reflect-

ing on the year gone by. And what a year it has been! 2019 is 

definitely one for the books and God truly is good. I stand in 

awe of God’s work when I think about how He has taken this 

insignificant little island girl from Tonga to Australia, China, 

New Zealand and now Hawaii, USA. 

Of all the countries and cities that I 

have lived in, I must say that this is 

definitely my favorite.  

    This year has had more than its 

fair share of highlights. I married my 

best friend; we got called to ministry 

life; and I moved halfway across the 

world from Australia to Hawaii! If you 

had told me at the beginning of 2019 that this would be my 

highlight reel in December, I would have probably laughed in 

disbelief. But look at God! Chapters have ended and new sea-

sons have begun, and He has carried me through it all.  

  From the moment we set foot in Kauai, both Nafe and I have 

been overwhelmed with the spirit of aloha that our West Kauai 

UMC family have shown us. The few nerves that I had on our 

way here straightaway dissolved in the warm embrace of our 

church ohana.    

                      ...Continue on page 2 

  Members of the United 

Methodist Women out-

reached to the hungry 

and the homeless at the 

Hanapepe park and  

Lucy Wright Pavilion on 

November 16, 2017. 

The women cooked, 

prepared several side dishes and delivered the meal. The 

recipients enjoyed the gourmet feast and everyone par-

ticipated in the fellowship of sharing the Thanksgiving 

meal. Thanks to the generous and kind hearted women 

who made this project a special day for many. May God 

continue to bless the UMW.  

100th Birthday Bash 
In September, Mrs. Connie 

Baniaga ,Marianne and Mark Upward 

attended the 100th birthday celebration  

for Mrs. Patrocenia “Pat”  Ramos.  A for-

mer member of WKUMC, Mrs. Ramos  

always kept in touch with the congrega-

tion even though she moved to different 

states on the mainland. Her beauty 

and graciousness will always be 

remembered. The Lord has blessed 

her with many years, many friend-

ships and many memories. Happy 

birthday dear Mrs. Pat Ramos! 

   Leadership at WKUMC 
Mahalo to the Leadership, committee chairs and committee 

members for your guidance and dedication in providing the 

expertise to the congregation of West Kauai United Methodist 

Church through 2019.  We look forward to working together in 

2020  as a team praising our Lord and doing the work of the 

church. 

Administrative Council chair: Glenda Miyazaki 

Lay Leader: Jose Bulatao, Jr. 

Board of Trustees: Phil Kleidosty 

Finance Committee: Chair, Toni Torres; Finance Secretary, 

Leon Hammond and Treasurer, Cal Ellisor 

Staff / Parish Relations Committee: Cal Ellisor 

Children’s Ministry: Ester Lopez 

Music Ministry: Jose Bulatao, Jr. 

Outreach: Pat Pablo/Anthony Vea 

Evangelism: Charlene Dorsey/ 

June Akuna 

UMM: Lyndon Yamane 

UMW: Charlita Oligo 

Worship: Pris Badua  

Pastor: Nafelatai Teaupa. Members in the various committees 

rotate out through classes and the Nomination committee ap-

proaches members of the congregation to fill the vacancies.  

We appreciate everyone’s kokua & willingness to serve! 



Editor’s Note  by Pat Pablo 

 

No “I” in “T-E-A-M” 
While driving to the hall for the Mangan 

Tayon program to meet with my part-

ners, I was wondering what my theme 

could be for this article. A light bulb 

flashed.  It would be on “team” as we had 4 people to 

prepare and deliver the delicious meal. One person 

cannot do it alone.  We needed each other’s support; 

just like Pastor Nafe needs Mele’s help, just like the 

leaders need committee members and vice versa, just 

like Lyndon, me and Mr. B need each other for the 

newsletter, just like Sunday school teachers and chil-

dren need each other. We’re all teams in different ca-

pacities. 

Even Jesus had a team of disciples to carry out 

preaching and healing.  But the most important team 

of all is YOU & GOD. There is no better team than this 

one to bring joy and peace into your life. May the team 

of YOU & GOD always grow strong in love and faith-

fulness through prayer. GOD IS GOOD... ALL THE 

TIME! Remember, there is no “I” in “T-E-A-M.”  

Go Team Go! 
Happy Holidays!  

 Christmas is one of my favorite holidays of the year. Why? My Lord 

and Savior was born and His name is Jesus, our “Immanuel.”    

 As a young kid growing up in the  island of 

Tonga, Christmas was the holiday that every kid 

on the island looks forward to. At home, we al-

ways had a full house because our family was 

made up of not only my siblings but also my 

older brother’s friends. These friend’s homes 

and families were on the outer islands so my 

parents opened our doors and made them part 

of our family.  

 During the holiday season, our house would 

always be filled with laughter and happiness but 

our Christmas tree would never have anything 

under it. Because my parents didn’t have enough 

money to buy everyone Christmas parents, they 

decided it best to buy food that we could all pre-

pare and eat together. When Christmas day ar-

rived, we would all take part in preparing the food and once cooked 

we would all come around the table, sing hymns, fellowship and eat 

together. We were all so grateful and happy to be able to share a 

meal with each other. We did not even notice that we didn’t have any 

Christmas presents. We knew God was with us and that was the 

only present we needed.  

    As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, I reflect on 

the angel’s words to Joseph in Matthew 1:23: “the virgin will con-

ceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 

means “God with us”). My treasured Christmas memories of my fam-

ily’s humble beginnings always serve to remind me that God is with 

us. And that is what I want to leave you with as we celebrate Christ-

mas and look to the new year. Regardless of where you are this holi-

day season and in this life, whether you are in the valley or on the 

hilltops, God is with you and God is with us.               

                          Blessings to you all. Pastor 

Grief Share - 

“Surviving the Holidays” 
Elena Engelsman gave a presentation on 

“Surviving the Holidays” on December 14, 

2019 at the Hanapepe Library. The seminar is 

designed to 

help those 

grieving get 

through the 

festive holi-

days as best they can. It was a time of sharing 

and healing for the 12 attendees. Everyone 

was blessed to learn tips and skills and how to 

apply them in their grief journey.  
 

….Continue of Mele’s Journey.  

  As a new wife, and a pastor’s wife at that, I am grateful for the 

love and support everyone has shown me. Your willingness to love 

me as one of your own is truly humbling. I thank God every day for 

blessing me with such a wise, caring, nurturing, support system. I 

am a better person for knowing all of you.   

 This year has taught me that when you align yourself with God’s 

will, He will move mountains and part seas for you to walk through. 

Doors that you never even knew existed will open. We serve an 

infinite God that is not restrained by our human capabilities and this 

year He really reminded me that what is impossible for man is pos-

sible with Him. I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a joyous 

new year. Our journey together has just begun and I look for-

ward to what the Lord has in store for us. Let us continue to 

lift each other up in prayer and be blessings to one another 

for we ourselves are abundantly blessed.                     

                 With heartfelt aloha, Mele.  



  

   Thanks to the hardworking teams of 
Adela and Edwin coordinating the craft 

fair and Glenda and Anthony handling the 
plate lunches, the event on December 7, 
2019 was a huge success!  Vendors came 
with their goods and handmade crafts.  
People streamed steadily to the Kaumakani 
site to find unique and special gifts.        
The plate lunch of chicken fricassee/rice/
corn /coffee cake was a delicious treat to 
eat or take home. The cooks enjoyed the 

aroma from creat-
ing this holiday 
dish. The vendors 
were treated to a 
free lunch as a 
thank you from the 
church. The silent 
auction piqued the 
interest of the 

crowd and the bidders  became competi-
tive bringing in a 
generous income.  

The donations re-
ceived for the silent 
auction were due to 
the commitment and 
support of the many 
local companies and vendors for which the 
church was very grateful.  

Mahalo to the members of 
WKUMC and supportive 

friends for giving their time 
and effort towards this won-

derful holiday activity!  
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Contact Us 
Na Olelo Maika’i Newsletter 

For more information about our 
Ministry and Services. 

West Kauai UMC 
8563 Elepaio Rd 

Kekaha, Hawaii 96752 

(808) 337-1464 

westkauaiumc@gmail.com 

Come visit and/or support our 
church or donate online at: 

westkauaiumc.org 

facebook.com/wkumc 

 

Dates to Remember 

12/24  - Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 6pm in Kekaha / Open House w/potluck to follow. 

12/25—Merry Christmas to All 

12/ 29—Last Service of the Year. 9:30am in Kekaha Sanctuary.  

1/1/2020—Happy New Year to All 

1/5/2020—Church Service in Kaumakani 9:30am 

1/25/2020—Charge Conference w/ DS. SPRC 11am and Conference 11:30am. Light refreshments to follow. 

Na Olelo Maika’i  - The Good News  
P.O. Box 298 Kekaha, Hawaii 96752 


